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The Music of Cornwall





Like the other Celtic regions, the history of Cornwall has been defined by the sea. Cornish musicians have a long tradition of cross-pollination with their cousins across the waters in Galicia, Asturias, and Brittany, as well as up north in Wales, the Isle of Man, and Ireland.





Many Cornish adventurers conducted an extensive trade with Brittany, especially as they found Breton more easy to understand than the tongue of their non-Celtic neighbors in England. To this day you can hear many similar sounds in Breton and Cornish traditional music. 





One of the more popular "imports" from Brittany was the idea of holding Fest-Noz, or evening dance parties. The Cornish called these events Troyls - they are similar to the more familiar Irish ceilidh - and they are increasingly popular as more and more people rediscover the fun-filled spirit of Cornish music.





One group that has been on the forefront of the Cornish music revival is Anao Atao (http://www.kesson.com/anaoatao/index.htm). They have toured around the world, keeping the tradition alive while they set crowds to tapping their feet. The first Cornish band to release an album of traditional music was Bucca. They were quite popular during the 1980's but disbanded after a few years. Several members eventually formed Dalla (www.dalla.co.uk), which is alive and well and putting out new albums. 





Sea shanties have also enjoyed popularity in Cornwall, and often tell the tales of the brave men and women who crewed the life boats off the rugged coast. Friggin' Riggin' is a fun local band that regales folk at the Falcon Hotel in Bude, Cornwall. Apparently they will soon be releasing their first CD of traditional Cornish songs and one can hope it might be available to US folks as well through this website: http://www.mwdp2.demon.co.uk/budelifeboat/index.htm.


 


Choral groups have always played a significant role in Cornish entertainment, especially when missionaries from England discouraged the use of many instruments and the playing of traditional music. Singing groups were a popular addition to Sunday School classes, and today many Cornish villages and towns still have singing competitions and festivals which grew out of a more "sacred past".





While it can be difficult for US audiences to access some of the recorded music coming out of Cornwall, the traditional music scene in this rugged Celtic land is certainly alive and well. The annual Cornish Gorsedd music festival draws huge crowds, and cultural organizations are popping up throughout the region. Cumpus is just one of these organizations, and maintains a wonderful website dedicated to teaching the next generation about the music of their homeland. It can be found at: http://www.cumpas.co.uk/about.php.  
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Check out the Thistle and Shamrock website  for more informati on on Celtic music.   http://www.npr.org/programs/thistle/      

